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Dear students,

As the surge in COVID cases continues for our region, many of our in-patient and out-patient clinical
sites are experiencing increasingly high numbers of patients with COVID or patient suspected of
having COVID.  For that reason, we wanted to clarify the CDC definitions for what constitutes an
exposure to COVID that would require calling the COVID hotline and contact tracing.

Given the high incidence of COVID positive patients in the clinical settings across our region, there is
a high likelihood that you will come in contact with COVID positive patients during your clinical
activities.  While you are working in a clinical setting, we will be using the modified definition for
COVID exposures for healthcare personnel (to include medical students) as defined by the CDC
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-risk-assesment-hcp.html) to determine
what is a significant exposure. 

Medical students wearing the appropriate PPE, as directed by their clinical supervisor, who
come in contact with an individual with COVID or suspected to have COVID in the context of
clinical care for that individual will not be considered to have a significant exposure and
therefore do NOT need to contact the UCF COVID hotline unless they develop symptoms of
COVID. 

Although the UCF COM building has been designated as an extended clinical setting, the incidence of
COVID in our building is very low.  Therefore, we do have the ability to accomplish contact tracing for
any suspected exposures to COVID in the context of educational activities at the UCF COM building.
 Although we are all wearing masks while in the UCF COM building, individuals will not be wearing
the same level of PPE as they would be during direct patient care.

Therefore, within the UCF COM building, we will be using the CDC definition for exposure to
COVID in the general public (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-
vaccinated-guidance.html). 

If you are uncertain about your specific situation, as always, use the UCF COVID hotline as your first
resource for information and advice.

Armor Up, Charge On!
JL

Jeffrey S. LaRochelle, M.D., MPH
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
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Professor of Medicine, Department of Medical Education
UCF College of Medicine
Health Science Campus at Lake Nona
6850 Lake Nona Blvd.
Orlando, FL 32827-7408
P: (407) 266-1101
Email:  Jeffrey.LaRochelle@ucf.edu
Website:  http://www.med.ucf.edu
 

 
PLEASE NOTE: Florida has a very broad public records law (F. S. 119). All e-mails to and from are
kept as a public record. Your e-mail communications, including your e-mail address may be
disclosed to the public and media at any time.
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