
Welcome to this quarter’s edition of UCF College of Medicine’s Faculty 
AcCOMplishments! This newsletter is designed to highlight our faculty’s 
hard work and dedication to the medical field and the value it adds to our 
university and community. In edition to highlighting these endeavors, the 
content also acts as a resource for research collaborations and interests 
among fellow faculty members. Take a few moments to discover the 
amazing contributions that our faculty have accomplished.  
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     UCF College of Medicine’s Medical Education faculty member, Dr. Laurel 
Gorman, was recently featured in the International Association of Medical Science 
Educators (IAMSE) February newsletter! Dr. Gorman is an Associate Professor of 
Pharmacology and Medical Education. She also serves as the Director of Endo-
Repro and Brain-Behavior Systems Modules, Director of Preclinical Pharmacology 
Curriculum, and Chair of the ASPET Division of Pharmacology Education. IAMSE 
noted Dr. Gorman for her distinguished international contributions to the medical 
education community. Her interview is reflected in the following passages.  

How long have you been a member of IAMSE? 
I have been a member of IAMSE since 2011 and a reviewer for IAMSE medical 
education journals and meeting abstracts since 2012. 
 
In your time with the association, what have you been up to? Committee 
involvement, conference attendance, WAS series, manuals, etc.? 
I have been a member of the programing committee for the 2012, 2018, and 2020 
IAMSE meetings. I have presented an IAMSE webinar on high fidelity simulations 
and basic science teaching. Across the years, I have chaired and presented 
multiinstitutional educational focus groups/workshops at 4 different IAMSE 
meetings on diverse topics (simulations, faculty identity, educational incentive 
misalignment, flipped class teaching). I will co-present another multiinstitutional 
focus group for the 2020 meeting on “scaling barriers” with vertical integration. A 
dedicated IMASE member, I attend the annual meetings regularly and author/co-
author several medical education abstracts at each meeting. I have also published 
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my educational research in the Medical Science Educator.  

What has been your experience working on the 2020 Annual Meeting in Denver? 
I have enjoyed working on the programming committee and having the opportunity to get to collaborate with a group 
of passionate medical educators. I am thrilled by the quality of medical education submissions I have had the 
opportunity to review. I am excited about the 2020 meeting as it will feature discussions of relevant and intellectually 
engaging topics. 

What interesting things are you working on outside the Association right now? 
I am passionate about teaching pharmacology as well as other foundational sciences, and excited to participate in 
diverse scholarly work designed to improve these processes. Areas of my scholarship include geriatric pharmacology 
education, opioid/addiction curricula, innovative teaching (games, simulations, flipped classes), and integration. I 
direct the preclinical pharmacology curriculum at my school, and I am very active in promoting educational 
scholarship, educational programming, and innovative teaching in my role as the Chair of the Association for 
Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics (ASPET) Division of Pharmacology Education. I am also a distinguished 
fellow of the ASPET Academy of Pharmacology Educators. I have given back to my local community by serving as a 
content reviewer, presenter, and healthcare educator on opioids and addiction through the Central Florida Area 
Health Education Center (AHEC), a non-profit organization dedicated to improving opioid and addiction education 
through innovative educational programming. I have also served my local community in this capacity as the Central 
Florida Prevention of Prescription Drug Abuse Conference speaker for 2 years. 

As a member, what is a standout benefit that keeps you engaged in IAMSE? 
The meetings are great! Most of the topics are highly relevant to my educational and curricular roles so I always learn 
something new. I love interacting with other passionate medical educators, regardless of their discipline or 
background. The idea exchanges are invigorating, but I also like the networking and hope to continue developing 
collaborations with educators who share my interests (active learning methods, innovative teaching techniques, 
curriculum integration, and selected pharmacology topics). I recently joined the IAMSE Pharmacology Interest Group 
(PHIG) and I enjoy posting blogs and discussing hot topics. I also enjoy reading the Medical Science Educator journal 
articles. 
 
Anything else that you would like to add? 
I am always open to new collaborations and I enjoy mentoring junior scientists interested in improving their teaching 
or medical education scholarship. I often share ideas from IAMSE with ASPET and I invite my pharmacology education 
colleagues from ASPET to attend IAMSE as we all benefit from the exchange of ideas and collaborations that can arise 
between different educational organizations and also different disciplines.  
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 Kean, Thomas 

 Oral and Poster : “Mechanical testing of tissue engineered cartilage domes and 

sheets.” (Technical Presentation) Orthopaedic Research Society Annual Meeting, Phoenix, AZ, 

February 2020.  

 Oral and Poster: “High-Throughput Drug Screening for Osteoarthritis.” (Rapid Fire Talks) 

Orthopaedic Research Society Annual Meeting, Phoenix, AZ, February 2020.  
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AWARDS, SERVICE & RECOGNITION 

 Alvarez, George. 2nd residential poster award recipient, Society of Hospital Medicine Meeting,  

February 2, 2020 

 Bradshaw, Emily. Recipient of the 2020 Teaching Incentive Award (TIP) 

 Carrazana, Manuel. 1st place residential poster award recipient, Society of Hospital Medicine Meeting,  

February 1, 2020 

 Fernandez-Valle, Cristina. Recipient of the 2019-2020 Research Incentive Award (RIA) 

 Gorman, Laurel 

 Featured Faculty Member in the National February IAMSE  newsletter 

 Recipient of the 2020 Teaching Incentive Award (TIP) 

 Hernandez, Caridad. Selected as Fellow for the 2020-2021 Hedwig van Ameringen Executive Leader-

ship in Academic Medicine (ELAM) Program for Women  

 Kyle Rohde (UCF/BSBS), Yulia Gerasimova (UCF/Chemistry), Brian Kim (UCF/CECS), and Pedro 

Almeida da Silva (Brazil).  NIH R01 grant.  “Point-of-care detection of TB and NTM pathogens with 

Fluorescent Deoxyribozyme Sensors and 3D-printed, battery powered device.” 

 LaRochelle, Jeffrey 

 Promoted to Colonel in US Air Force Reserves, January 31, 2020 

 Elected to Clerkship Directors of Internal Medicine Council for three year term. https://

www.im.org/about/governance/new-leaders2021 

 Pasarica, Magdalena. Recipient of the 2020 Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL) Award 

 Pasarica, Magdalena; Cendan, Juan. Launched the online Flagship Medical Research Journal, which 

expanded state-wide 

 Teter, Kenneth. Recipient of the 2019-2020 Research Incentive Award (RIA) 

 Toklu, Hale. Clinical Co-Editor of new HCA Healthcare Journal of Medicine 
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