
Welcome to this quarter’s edition of UCF College of Medicine’s Faculty 
AcCOMplishments! This newsletter is designed to highlight our faculty’s 
hard work and dedication to the medical field and the value it adds to our 
university and community. In edition to highlighting these endeavors, the 
content also acts as a resource for research collaborations and interests 
among fellow faculty members. Take a few moments to discover the 
amazing contributions that our faculty have accomplished.  
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UCF College of Medicine’s opioid education curriculum is being enhanced thanks 

to a funding boost from the Florida Department of Children and Families. The 

college recently received $250,000 from the DCF’s State Opioid Response Grant 

which is given to medical schools to strengthen opioid education in a bid to stem 

the epidemic in Florida. 

In response to Florida’s opioid problem, the College of Medicine created an 

innovative and diverse opioid curriculum that spans all four years of medical 

school. The grant will fund a project to review and further enhance the curriculum. 

Associate professor of medicine at UCF, Dr. Magdalena Pasarica is the principal 

investigator on the project and will be working with faculty members Dr. Denise 

Kay, assistant professor and Dr. Martin Klapheke, psychiatry professor to expand 

the medical education curricula. The improved curricula will include coverage of 

pain assessment and management to ensure integration of substance use 

disorders with a focus on opioid use disorders and misuse. 

Dr. Pasarica said all four years of the curriculum will be reviewed. “We plan to use 

a systematic approach, which begins with a needs assessment and mapping of 

current curriculum according to the opioid epidemic educational competencies as 

recommended by the Association of American Medical Colleges.” 
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The grant will also be used to employ the services of an instructional designer 

who will help plan additional instructional technology educational materials for 

use in the program. New self-learning modules and simulation encounters for 

medical students will also be developed to fill gaps identified in the curriculum. 

UCF is one of 60 medical schools in the nation – and the only one in Florida – 

that made a pledge in 2015 to teach medical students, in all years, about the 

dangers of prescribing opioids in an effort to curb the growing epidemic of 

prescription opioid and heroin abuse. 

UCF’s opioid education curriculum has been recognized nationally for its 

approach and last fall was one of four medical schools in the nation invited to a 

listening session with White House representatives to share how its curriculum 

is addressing the opioid epidemic. 

The four-year curriculum covers screening, diagnosis, treatment, and referral 

needs for patients with substance use disorders. In the first and second years, 

students are taught about pain management and the risks of prescribing 

opioids. They also gain experience evaluating patient-actors with substance use 

disorders, using screening tools and interview questions. They also learn to 

treat computerized mannequins who present with symptoms of an overdose.  In 

the third and fourth years, students get direct clinical experience working with 

patients in hospitals and clinics with substance use disorders, including 

diagnosis, treatment and referral. 

“The benefits of this grant are far-reaching,” Dr. Pasarica said. “Our students 

will have access to an enhanced and updated curriculum for opioid use disorder 

and opioid misuse. And in the long term we will have more physicians armed 

with knowledge on opioids misuse prevention and how to treat overdoses­– and 

that’s one of the best ways to tackle the epidemic.” 

“Our students will have 

access to an enhanced and 

updated curriculum for 

opioid use disorder and 

opioid misuse.” 
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FACULTY PRESENTATIONS 

 Almagro-Moreno, S. Keynote speaker on the XII International Scientific Congress organized by the 

National Institute of Health in Peru.  

 Davey, D. “Leadership Lessons Learned” (Round table faculty). American Society of Cytopathology 

Annual Meeting, Salt Lake City, Utah, November 15, 2019. 

 Dow TL,  

 “Understanding prolactin regulation and determining the efficacy of cabergoline and 

domperidone to mitigate prolactin-associated ovarian cycle problems in zoo African elephants 

(Loxodonta africana)”, International Society of Wildlife Endocrinology meeting at Kruger 

National Park, South Africa, October 2019.   

 “Understanding prolactin regulation and determining the efficacy of cabergoline and 

domperidone to mitigate prolactin-associated ovarian cycle problems in zoo African elephants 

(Loxodonta africana)”, 16th International Elephant Conservation and Research Symposium, 

Limpopo, South Africa  

 Harris, D. “Basic and Clinical Science Integration: Implications for Curriculum Renewal.” Medical 

Education Grand Rounds, December13, 2019, University of Miami, FL.  

 Hirumi, A., Barbato, E.*, Horger, L.*, Harris, D., Dil, N., & Daroowalla, F. “Integrating Clinical 

Cases with MedEd-COTS to Innovate Medical Education”. Concurrent session presented at the 

Annual Association for Educational Communication and Technology conference, Las Vegas, NV. Oct. 21

-25, 2019. 

 Barbato, E.*, Hirumi, A., & Horger, L.* “Investigating the Pedagogical Foundations of MedEd-

COTS.” Roundtable session presented at the Annual Association for Educational Communication and 

Technology Conference, Las Vegas, NV. Oct. 21-25, 2019. 

 Horger, L.*, & Hirumi, A. “Systematic Review of the Use and Integration of MedED-COTS”. 

Roundtable session presented at the Annual Association for Educational Communication and 

Technology Conference, Las Vegas, NV. Oct. 21-25, 2019. 

 Kean, T. “Scaffold-free vs. Direct-write vs. Bioprinting of 3D Cartilage Constructs”. Tissue 

Engineering and Regenerative Medicine Society Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL, Dec, 2019. 

 Pasarica, M. “Best Practices in Behavioral Health Curriculum in Medical Colleges”. AAMC/ US 

Department of Health and Human Services Meeting, Washington, DC, Oct 2019.  



FACULTY AWARDS, SERVICE & RECOGNITION 

 Copik, A., Altomare, D. Awarded grant from Florida Department of Health - Adoptive PM21-NK cells 

with PD-L1 blockade for treatment of lung cancer. 

 Dexter, Nadine; Lebowitz, David. Awarded 2nd Place for Poster, “Shaping Wikipedia Editing as a 

Teaching and Learning Tool to Promote Deep Learning and Information Literacy” at the Annual 

SCMLA Conference. 

 Gotschall, Terri. Named New Column Editor for the Journal of Electronic Resources in Medical  

Libraries.  

 Pasarica, M.  

 Completed Gold Executive Leadership Track. 

 Member of the Editorial Board for Nutrition & Diabetes. 

 Received Extramural Grant from the Florida Department of Children and Families for 

$250,000 as Principal Investigator. UCF Opioid Education Intervention. 

 Simms-Cendan, J. Elected as Treasurer of the Federación Internacional de Ginecologie Juvenile te In-

fantil. (International Peds Adol Gynecology Society), 12/1/2019.   

 Southwell, A.  

 Joined the Huntington’s Disease Regulatory Science Consortium at the Critical Path Institute.  

 Awarded grant from Vaccinex, Inc for Preclinical assessment of combination anti-semaphorin 

4D immunotherapy and huntingtin suppression; PI. 

 Awarded grant from Skyhawk Therapeutics for Comparison of oral gavage and medicated food 

delivery routes; PI. 

 Verduin, M.  

 Appointed Vice Chair of the Addiction Psychiatry Article-Based Assessment Committee for the 

American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology (ABPN).  


